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CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 0406 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, MT 

SUB J : STATE OF MINTOFF'S HEALTH 
REF: VALLETTA 0398 

1. ALTHOUGH BULLETINS ISSUED BY MINTOFF'S DOCTORS AND DEPARTMENT 
OF INFORMATION HAVE CLAIMED THAT MINTOFF IS PROGRESSING NORMALLY 
AFTER HIS ACCIDENT OF FEBRUARY 22, THERE ARE SOME INDICATIONS THAT 
HIS INJURIES WERE MORE SERIOUS THAN HAVE BEEN ADMITTED. IT IS 
SOMEWHAT CURIOUS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT A FULL WEEK PASSED BEFORE 
ANNOUNCEMENT MARCH 1 THAT ANTON BUTTIGIEG, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE, HAD BEEN APPOINTED ACTING PRIME MINISTER 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER. 

2. RUMORS HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS, E.G., THAT HIS POLITICAL ENEMIES 
HAD FINALLY GOTTEN TO HIM, AND THAT HE HAD BEEN FLOWN TO LONDON 
FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

3. ONE VERSION OF MINTOFF'S CONDITION WAS PROVIDED TO US BY 
SISTER-LIN-LAW OF ALBERT AGIUS FERRANTE, SENIOR CIVIL SERVANT IN 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, WHO ASSERTS SHE GOT IT DIRECTLY FROM 
HIM. SHE CLAIMS THAT MINTOFF DID SUSTAIN SLIGHT SKULL FRACTURE 
AND CONCUSSION AS WELL AS EXTENSIVE LACERATIONS. SHE ALSO 
CLAIMED HE IS THREATENED WITH LOSS OF ONE EYE WHICH WAS BADLY 
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DAMAGED BY GRAVEL WHEN HE WAS THROWN FROM HIS HORSE. SHE ALSO 
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CLAIMED THAT MINTOFF WAS TRYING TO CONDUCT HIS BUSINESS FROM 
HOSPITAL BED AND THAT ONLY ON FEBRUARY 28 DID HE FINALLY AGREE 
TO GIVE THIS UP. THIS LATTER POINT WOULD FIT IN WITH MARCH 1 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BUTTIGIEG'S ACTING ROLE, AND IS CONSISTENT WITH 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER S REPORT THAT GOVERNOR GENERAL ON 
FEBRUARY 27 TOLD HIM MINTOFF AT THAT TIME WAS STILL SIGNING 
PAPERS. 

4. WHATEVER THE FACTS, IT IS CLEAR THAT MINTOFF HAD A SERIOUS 
ACCIDENT, AND THAT HE IS DOING HIS BEST TO KEEP THE PRECISE 
FACTS UNCLEARED FOR THE PRESENT.GETZ 
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